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Abstract  Case Report 
 

Conjunctival capillary hemangioma is an uncommon vascular tumor, we present a unique and atypical case 

spontaneously developed in an adolecent with allergic conjunctivitis, without associated systemic disease process or 

cutaneous manifestations. 
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INTRODUCTION 
among the rarest conjunctiva tumors we find 

the vascular tumors , including the capillary 

hemangioma which is even rarer than the others [6]. 

Here, we discuss development of a conjunctival 

hemangioma in a 15 year old patient with seasonal 

allergic conjunctivitis.  

 

CASE REPRÉSENTATION 
This is a 15-year-old adolescent, followed for 

seasonal allergic conjunctivitis 3 years ago, treated by 

local anti histamine with good évolution, currently 

consults for an evolutive conjunctival lésion of left eye 

since 7 months, the clinical examination finds a visual 

acuity at 10/10 th, a conjunctival lésion of pinkish color 

with sentinel vessels and melanic pigmentations of 

brown color at the bottom and surrounding the lesion 

associated with a corneal invasion on 2 mm of temporal 

side (Figure-1); the lens was transparent and the fundus 

was normal. 

 

An excisional biopsy with conjunctival 

autograft (Figure-2) was done, the anatomopathological 

exam objectified an epithelioid hemangioma (Figure 3 

& 4), with no sign of atypical mitosis, tumor necrosis or 

sign of malignancy; the post-op follow-up were normal, 

a local corticosteroid therapy was prescribed with good 

évolution.  

 

 
Fig-1 

 

 
Fig-2 
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Fig-3 

 

 
Fig-4 

 

DISCUSSION 
The conjunctiva is a membrane with a surface 

composed of non keratinizing stratified squamous 

epithelium intermixed with goblet and Langerhans cells 

[1]. Beneath conjunctival epithelium lies the 

conjunctival substantia propria, which is composed of a 

thin layer of loose connective tissue [1]. 

 

Tumors of the conjunctiva comprise a large 

and varied spectrum. These tumors are grouped into 

congenital and acquired lesions depend the histologic 

origine we can subdivised this tumors on epithelial, 

melanocytic, vascular, fibrous, neural, histiocytic, 

myxoid, myogenic, lipomatous, lymphoid, leukemic, 

metastatic and secondary tumors [2]. 

 

Conjunctival capillary hemangioma is a tumor 

derived from endothelial cells [3] it’s mainly a benign 

lésion, asymptomatic and mostly congenital in origin, 

its progression or de novo growth is rare in adulthood 

[4]. These tumors may be isolated or associated with 

other ocular capillary hemangiomas (e.g. Sturge Weber 

Syndrome) [5], our case are atypic because of the 

clinical aspect with the melanic pigmentation 

contrasting with the typical pinkish appearance and his 

association with allergic conjunctivitis which is often 

responsible for chronic inflammation of the ocular 

surface and which suggests the cause and effect 

relationship, which must be confirmed with others 

observation. 

 

If in our case an excisional biopsy with 

conjunctival autograft was performed in addition to the 

local corticosteroid therapy, other authors discuss 

differents therapeutic means such as cryotherapy, 

chemo / radiotherapy, timolol eye dops and which can 

even include mutilating gestures (enuleation, 

exenteration,) in the most advanced cases [6]. 

 

CONCLUSION 
All tumors of the conjunctiva specially the 

hemangioma needs to manage each case individually 

and observe for unusual characteristics and growth 

pattern. Our case is atypical clinical presentation and 

was associated to the seasonal allergic conjunctivitis 

without any associated systemic or cutaneous 

manifestations.  
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