Cross-Currents: An International Peer-Reviewed Journal on Humanities & Social Sciences
Abbreviated Key Title: Cross Current Int J Peer Reviewed J Human Soc Sci
ISSN: 2394-451X (Print) & Open Access

Volume-6 | Issue-6|June-2020 | Research Article

The Status of a Muslim Woman in the Glorious Qur’an

Dr. Lawal Abdulkareem
Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Arts and Islamic Studies, Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto, Nigeria

*Corresponding author:
Dr. Lawal Abdulkareem

Abstract: Before the revelation of the Glorious Qur‘an, women in pre-Islamic paganism were mostly denied of all
rights. They were exposed to different kinds of atrocities and multiple hardships since the beginning of creation. They
occupied a low and degraded status in most societies. They were customarily assigned the most despised and least
important jobs and positions. In some cultures, women were degraded to the extent that men claimed that women were
nothing but the epitome of evil. In a nutshell, prior to the revelation of the Glorious Book of Islam, women were deprived
of the rights to education; bought and sold like any other commodity; deprived of the right of inheritance; and considered
as minors with no rights to make any transactions or to possess wealth. They were generally subjected to the will of men
throughout their lives. However, after the advent of Islam, the Glorious Qur’an emancipated women from all sorts of
injustice and exploitation. This paper therefore, intends to discuss on how the Glorious Qur’an liberated women from all
unfair bondages on the one hand, and also how it recognized their status similar to that of their male counterparts on the
other.
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INTRODUCTION

It needs no emphasis to state that there have been innumerable calls all over the world by the critics of Islam and
the distorted creeds for women's freedom, liberation and equal rights. Many slogans have been coined for the purpose of
attacking and accusing Islam as the religion that degrade the status of women, hence the demand for their emancipation.
It is however a great injustice to accuse Islam of wrongdoing and oppression to women when there are many statements
of the revealed book of Allah, the Glorious Qur'an, and of the teachings of the Prophet (SAW) which negate and refute
this false slander. Allah, the Exalted, says:

ale D 0 RE & v Kao& Ao s Gl ik i 80 (e KR U ol @G
O mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, and made you into
nations and tribes that you may know one another. Verily, the most honourable of
you with All&h is that (believer) who has At-Tagqwa [i.e. he is one of the Muttaqdn
(the pious]. Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, Well-Acquainted (with all things).*

Thus, this paper examines the special place women have in the Glorious Qur'an and seeks to address some of
the many misconceptions and false propaganda labelled against Islam by those who are either ignorant of this religion or
harbour a malicious intent to deliberately distort this religion. However, before going into details on what the Glorious
Qur’an says about their status, a glimpse on their ill-treatment by some of the pagan societies are discussed below:

1. Status of Women Before the Revelation of The Glorious Qur’an

Before the coming of Islam, women in many societies, have Indeed lived under oppression, cruelty and
injustice, and have been denied basic rights of humanity. The following societies are mentioned here to serve as
examples:

! Al-Hujurat, 49:13
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A Greek civilization has been regarded as the most glorious of all the ancient civilizations. In its early stages;
woman was looked down upon morally as well as socially, and she had no legal rights. According to the Greek
mythology, an imaginary woman called Pandora was the source of all human ills and misfortunes like the eve of the
Jewish mythology... The Greeks regarded woman as a sub-human creature whose rank in society was in every way
inferior to that of man, for whom alone was reserved honour and a place of pride.?

In the case of the Romans who were the next to achieve glory and greatness after the Greeks, a woman was
looked upon as an inferior being that could not run her own affairs. That is to say, the social traditions of the Romans
recognized man as the chief of the family unit, possessing full authority and power over the members of his family, so
much so that he could take the life of his wife.? In other words, men were so powerful that they could sell, punish send to
exile or even sentence their wives to death in certain cases when accused of specific crimes.*

From the opening decades of the 6" century, woman in India had lost her honour and respect in the society and
so had the values attached to her chastity. They were treated generally as maids or slaves as if they had no will or desire
of their own. They had to follow their husbands in all matters. It was not uncommon that the husband losing in a game
became hostile with even his wife to the extent of offering her as payment for his loss to a gambling opponent. The
honour of the family, especially in higher classes claiming a noble descent, demanded that the widow should burn herself
alive by jumping onto the funeral pyre of her dead husband. This evil and cruel practice, continued until the end of the
17th century when this custom was outlawed in spite of the dismay it caused the Hindu religious leaders. In certain
regions of India, women are offered to the priests as concubines, or as prostitutes to be exploited.”

In the European society however, at the beginning of the Middle Ages, it was argued... whether a woman had
the soul of a human being or of a beast, or was she blest with a finite or infinite spirit. She could neither acquire nor
inherit any property nor had the right to sell or transfer the same. Robert Briffault writes in the Making of Humanity:

From the fifth to the tenth century Europe lay sunk in a night of barbarism which
grew darker and darker. It was a barbarism for more awful and horrible than that of
the primitive savage, for it was the decomposing body of what had once been great
civilization.®

Europeans continued to discriminate against women and deny them of their rights throughout the Middle-Ages.
It is also astonishing to know that English laws turned a blind eye to the selling of one's wife! The gap between the sexes,
men and women, continued to increase, so much so that women became fully under the control of men. Women were
stripped completely of all their rights and whatever they owned. All that a woman owned belonged to her husband. For
instance, until very recently women, according to the French law, were not considered capable of making their own
financial decisions in their private ownership. Despite all amendments and modifications, which occurred in these French
laws, yet these laws are affecting married French women. It is a form of civilized bondage. Additionally, a married
woman loses her surname (family's name) as soon as she enters into a marriage contract. This means, a married woman
shall carry the family name of her husband. This, of course, indicates that a married woman will only be a follower of her
husband and she will even lose her personal identity.’

In traditional Jewish society, women were not more privileged than those earlier discussed. This is because In
the Old Testament they were described as follows:
I applied mine heart to know and to search, and to seek out wisdom, and the reason
of things, and to know the wickedness of folly, even of foolishness and madness: And
I find more bitter than death the woman, whose heart snares and nets, and her hands
as bands...
If a Jewish woman got married, her guardianship was transferred from her father to her husband and she became
as one of his assets such as his house, his slave, his maidservant or his money or wealth. The Old Testament says:

zS. A. Maududi, Purdah and the Status of woman in Islam, Delhi, (nd) Markazi Maktaba Islami, p5
Ibid, pp7-8
4 http://www.womeninislam.ws/en/status-of-women_chinese-greek-roman-societies.aspx#chinese, retrieved on
30/01/2020
®S. A. A. Nadwi, Muhammad Rasulullah, (tr) by M. Ahmad, Lucknow (India), Academy of Islamic Research and
Publications, 1979, p26
® Ibid, p29
" http://www.womeninislam.ws/en/status-of-women_christian-society.aspx, retrieved on 30/01/2020
8 Ecclesiastes, 7:25-26
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And if a man sells his daughter to be a maidservant, she shall not go out as the
menservants do. If she pleases not her master, who has betrothed her to himself, then
shall he let her be redeemed: to sell her unto a strange nation he shall have no
power, seeing he has dealt deceitfully with her. And if he had betrothed her unto his
son, he shall deal with her after the manner of daughters. If he takes him another
wife, her food, her raiment, and her duty of marriage, shall he not diminish. If he
does not do these three unto her, then shall she go out free without money.’

Similarly, in the Jewish teachings and laws, the female was deprived of her father's inheritance if the father had other
male children. The Old Testament testifies:
And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, 'If a man dies, and has no son, then

ye shall cause his inheritance to pass unto his daughters'.*

Furthermore, Jewish men used to separate themselves fully from a menstruating woman. They would not sleep
with her in the same bed, or eat or drink with her until she became completely free from her menstruation.™*

As for the Christian society, woman was considered the cause of "original sin" and the source of all calamities
from which the entire world has encountered. In other words, they alleged that it was Eve (AS) who seduced Adam (AS)
into eating from the forbidden tree, and they attributed these allegations and lies to Allah. For this very reason, the
physical relationship between man and woman was traditionally considered as "filthy" or "dirty" even if it were
legitimately done and performed within a valid marriage contract. **

It is also amazing to tell that English laws turned a blind eye to the selling of one's wife! The rift between the
sexes, men and women, continued to rise, so much so that women became fully under the control of men. Women were
stripped completely of all their rights and whatever they owned. All that a woman possessed belonged to her husband.
For instance, until very recently women, according to the French law, were not considered capable of making their own
financial decisions in their private possessions.™

In the pre-Islamic times, women suffered great injustices and were exposed to various kinds of disgrace prior to
the Revelation of the Glorious Quran to Prophet Muhammad (SAW). They enjoyed no social status. They were deprived
from possessing any property. On the contrary, they could be bartered away like other exchangeable goods or cattle. In
other words, they were treated like material property to be disposed of at the whim of the male guardian. They were not
entitled to inherit from their parents or husbands. Instead, they were inherited by the deceased heir. This is because Arabs
of Jahiliyyah believed inheritance should only be granted to those who had martial abilities, like being able to ride a
horse, fight, gain war booties and help protect the tribe and clan territory. Since women in the pre-Islamic period did not
usually have these abilities, they were themselves inherited like any moveable commodity after the death of an indebted
husband.

Jabir may Allah be pleased with him said: Ummu Kujjah came to the Messenger of Allah (SAW) and said:
Sl sl S5 Ua Gl Jla 50 1 a2 O3 ezl el Gy Lab g e 8 il ) o ) Jsmis b
BESIE
O Messenger of Allah! | have two daughters whose father is dead and they have
nothing (to inherit from his property). For that reason, Allah the Almighty revealed:
“There is a share for men and a share for women from what is left by parents and
those nearest related.™

In his commentary to the following verse:
“0 ye who believe! Ye are forbidden to inherit women against their will . 1? Abdullahi Bin Abbas said:
Al 1ssls o)y dasa3) 1seld Ol dens i pedmny 2LG ) et 520 GA 85051 OIS A5 &ila 1Y) 1518
Lela Ge Ly a2 o35

% Exodus, 21:7-11
19 Numbers, 27:8
! http://lwww.womeninislam.ws/en/status-of-women_jewish-society.aspx, retrieved on 30/01/2020
12 http://lwww.womeninislam.ws/en/status-of-women _christian-society.aspx, retrieved on 30/01/2020
13 :
Ibid
Y Ibn Kathir, “Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Azim”, Beirut, Lebanon, Dar al-Kutub al-limiyyah, Vol. 2, 1% ed. 1419H, p192
15 IS
Al-Nisa’, 4:19
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If a man died then, his heirs inherited his wife; they either marry her, or allow her
marry someone else (and receive her dower), or disallow her from contracting any
marriage. As such, they had more right over her than her parents.®

Another cruel feature of the Arabian society was the attitude of the fathers who usually became very angry and
humiliated with the birth of a female child into their family. Some considered it an evil omen. Allah, the Exalted,
describes the father' S reaction to the news of the birth of a daughter:

Y PR LY PR APPSR B X S TP EG g ik B e“-h‘ PRy
u_’ASMLA&LA&y‘L_I“).\j“}’AL)AJe‘
When news is brought to one of them, of (the birth of) a female child, his face
darkens, and he is filled with inward grief! With shame does he hide himself from his
people, because of the bad news he had! Shall he retain it on (sufferance and)
contempt, or bury it in the dust? Ah! What an evil (choice) they decide on?*’

There was also certain food reserved for men, which could not be taken by women. The Qur’an testifies:
Ul e 25305 U &N dals el oi o5k a5l
And they say: "What is in the bellies of such and such cattle (milk or foetus) is for our
males alone, and forbidden to our females (girls and women).*®

Similarly, a man could have, as many wives as he liked and could divorce at will. One of the pre-Islamic forms
of divorce was Zihar (injurious dissimilation) in which a man said to his wife:
LE,A\ kS gle

219
“you are to me as my mother's back”™ .

By so doing he would completely neglect her and her children. A man could also dispose of his children if he
lacked enough means to provide for their sustenance. Exploitation of women for sexual purposes was a common
phenomenon among many other immoral acts in the period.

The above was just a hint on the inhuman treatment of women by some of the pre-Islamic societies before the
revelation of the Glorious Qur’an. Next is their status and special place after the revelation of the Glorious Qur’an.

2. STATUS AND SPECIAL POSITION OF WOMEN AFTER THE REVELATION OF THE QUR’AN
After the Revelation of the Glorious Qur’an, women have not only been given their due rights which were
denied by all pre-Islamic societies, but also raised to an equitable status with men as analyzed below:

2.1. Clearing the misconception that it was Eve that seduced Adam (AS)

Since the beginning of creation, women were regarded as the source of all human ills and misfortunes. The
critics of Islam and the distorted creeds claimed that it was Eve (AS) who seduced Adam (AS) into eating from the
forbidden tree, and they attributed these allegations and lies to Allah. However, when the Glorious Qur’an was revealed,
it cleared the misconception by clarifying that the Divine command was addressed to both Adam and Eve.

The Noble Book says:
u@dmgw\ug_\w}u}s(w) Mu\wu,sﬁ );ml\oAAhﬁijunwﬁﬂw\d;}))u\u&u\ea\h}
L& ) Laganlds (20) Gpalladl Gy U &5 51 oi0a &8 41 V) 50000 o3 (o L&) Ladlgh L 05 gl 32 (g e G555
Ol Gl

And O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in Paradise, and eat thereof as you both wish, but approach not

this tree otherwise you both will be of the Zalimin (unjust and wrong doers). Then Shaitan (Satan)

whispered suggestions to them both in order to uncover that which was hidden from them of their

private parts (before); he said: "Your Lord did not forbid you this tree except that you should become

angels or become of the immortals. And he [Shaitan (Satan)] swore by Allah to them both (saying):

“Verily, | am one of the sincere well-wishers for you both.?*

18 |bn Kathir, “Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Azim”, op. cit. p209

7 Al-Nahl, 16:58-59

8 Al-An’am, 6:139

Ybn Kathir, “Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Azim”, op. cit. vol. 8, p67 H. Abd al-Ati, The Family Structure in Islam, Lagos,
Nigeria, Islamic Publications Bureau, 1982, p238

20 http://www.womeninislam.ws/en/status-of-women_pre-islamic-societies.aspx retrieved on 30/01/2020

2 Al-A raf, 7:19-21
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Equally, both of them repented together and sought for Allah’s forgiveness. The Glorious Qur’an testifies:
Crml Al G G ST AR 555 Ul 65 a1 ) 5 Liaal] Lialls 155 Y
They said: "Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You forgive us not, and bestow not upon us Your
Mercy, we shall certainly be of the losers.?
Hence, the Glorious Quran has refuted all false allegations and misconceptions that may arise concerning women and
their purity.

Protection of Their Affairs and Interests
Perhaps the most important rights of women in the Glorious Qur’an are the protection of their interest, standing
firm in their own businesses and looking after their affairs by their hushands. 2 Allah the Exalted says:
2l 52l fa ) 58l Loy g (imid e péiimid Dl i Ly (L)) e (5500 38 Ja )
Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because Allah has given the one more (strength)
than the other, and because they support them from their means.

Equal Rights and Obligations

In many occasions Islam treats women as equals to men. This is because both men and women are equal in
terms of their humanity. Allah states in the Glorious Qur'an:

2y 158 YA ) Ladhe S5 16235 W (3135 83al 5 ol (e KR gs-ﬂ\ A5 158 G0 il

O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a single person (Adam), and from him

(Adam) He created his wife (Hawwa (Eve), and from them both He created many men and women..

Similarly, the Glorious Qur’an reminds ceaselessly that Allah the Exalted, has created all things in pairs:

&3R5 kT ia 55 WIS o8 (K (e
And of everything We have created pairs, that you may remember (the Grace of Allah).?

In another verse, AIIah also states:
SR ia550 Al Jasd (38) 3 Glad Al H& £ (37) AR i b Al al‘ (36) s a3 & u‘-wﬂ” uﬂn-"
(40) u—‘)‘d‘ (™2 5 G ch Jals_\ &y u&.\n (39) u.u‘)!\j
Does man think that he will be left neglected without being punlshed or rewarded for the obligatory
duties enjoined by his Lord (Allah) on him? Was he not a mixed male and female discharge of semen
pouring forth? Then he became a clot; then (Allah) shaped and fashioned (him) in due proportion, and

made him into two sexes, male and female. Is He not able to raise to life those who are dead??’

In the above quoted verses, Allah proved that He created both male and female from one single source. There is
no difference between the two genders in terms of qualifications in humankind, and each complements the other as the
two sexes of the species. Islam has abolished and abrogated all the previous unjust laws that demoted women as inferior
in quality and nature. Similarly, both men and women have equal religious duties and rituals. They are both required to
have declaration of Faith (Shahaadah), offer Prayer (Salah), give the Obligatory Charity (Zakah), observe the Ramadan
Fasting (Saum), and perform Pilgrimage (Hajj).

In some occasions, the requirements are a bit easier on women to alleviate their special cases of hardship. For
instance, in consideration of her health and physical condition, menstruating women or a woman in the state of postnatal
bleeding and recuperation are absolved from the duty of prayers and fasting. She is required to make up the days of
fasting missed due to menses and postnatal bleeding, but not her prayers, as that would be too burdensome.

Regarding Rewards and Punishments, both genders are equal. They have similar rewards for obedience and
penalties for disobedience in this world and the Hereafter. The Glorious Qur'an testifies:

Orstang 1518 W aaly ab 53l 2553005 A Ba A8 Ba3a 5h5 T 51 80 e \allia et (0
Whoever works righteousness — whether male or female — while he (or she) is a true believer (of
Islamic Monotheism) verily, to him We will give a good life (in this world with respect, contentment
and lawful provision), and We shall pay them certainly a reward in proportion to the best of what they
used to do (i.e. Paradise in the Hereafter).”®

2 AI-A raf, 7:23

BAY. Ali, The Holy Qur’an Text, Translation and Commentary, Beirut, Lebanon, Dar al-Arabiyyah, 1960, p190
% Al-Nisa’, 4:34

2 Al-Nisa’, 4:1

%Al-Dhariyat,5:49

27 Al-Qiyamah, 75:36-40

% Al-Nahl, 16:97
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In another verse, the Glorious Qur’an says:
u.u.ul;j\} u\).\\...a“} u.\).\l..al\} u\_m\...al\} u.\&dl...a“} uLu\AS\} u.\.u\ﬂ\} u\.m}d\j uu.e}d\} uL«Lml\j QM\ u\
A0 3] ol S5 158 A Gy Sy culdaalall g gh8 Galadlaldl 5 cilailiall 5 Guailially cilEiiaiall u.\ﬂ.‘ua.\.d\_, umu\j
ke 154035585 34
Verily, the Muslims (those who submit to Allah in Islam) men and women, the believers men and
women (who believe in Islamic Monotheism), the men and the women who are obedient (to Allah), the
men and women who are truthful (in their speech and deeds), the men and the women who are patient
(in performing all the duties which Allah has ordered and in abstaining from all that All&h has
forbidden), the men and the women who are humble (before their Lord — Allah), the men and the
women who give Sadaqat (i.e. Zakat and alms), the men and the women who observe Saum (fast) (the
obligatory fasting during the month of Ramadéan, and the optional Nawafil fasting), the men and the
women who guard their chastity (from illegal sexual acts) and the men and the women who remember
Allah much with their hearts and tongues — Allah has prepared for them forgiveness and a great
reward (i.e. Paradise). %

In yet another verse, the Glorious Qur'an declares:
S s Cunad ¢ Lll ) ) L Gasnad JA U
For men there is reward for what they have earned, (and likewise) for women there is
reward for what they have earned.®

And for procreation, both the sexes are equally indispensable, each one having his/her particular function. The Glorious
Qur’an proclaims: L
s ally el oA (i G5
Women Shall have rights (over their husbands) similar to the rights (their husbands
shall have) against them, according to what is equitable.*

Islam states that men and women are totally equal in their humanity, and basic human responsibilities and
rights; a concept that was radically new to the world compared to other civilizations at the time of the inception of the
Islamic Message through the Prophet Muhammad (SAW), and remains so for many people of the globe until today. It
should be noted however that nature has not willed a perfect equality among the two sexes, but a distribution of
evocations and functions. For instance, it will not be possible for man to conceive a baby. Similarly, woman cannot
exercise the natural attributes of men. She has a more delicate physical constitution affecting even the weight of her brain
and bones, and she Will have a taste more in conformity with the need of the conservation of this delicacy. More robust,
man will have greater strength and therefore more endowed to engage in the more painful parts of life. To each will be
according to his (or her) requirements, both natural and reasonable.* In other words, according to Islamic teachings, men
and women have complimentary roles and obligations in society, which are commensurate with their natural physical,
psychological and social inclinations and differences. The feminine qualities of women can only find fulfillment when
they are taken into account in relation to men, just as the masculine qualities of men are not complete without the
complimentary role of women in society. A great injustice is done by seeking to force upon them genderless equality
where they are different and complement each other, or by forcing them to be unequal, and thus demeaning them, where
they are truly equal.®

2.4. Right to Earn Property
Unlike the pre-Islamic period, the woman, according to the Islamic Law possesses a most absolute right over her
property. If she has attained majority, she may dispose of it according to her will. A woman also has the same rights as
man for acquiring property. She may inherit it, as Allah says:
a5 58 Vsl S 31 A 8 i 5308315 101 300 8156 L s £ Ll 5 (3 5358N1 5 ) 510 158 L e JUA 5
There is a share for men and a share for women from what is left by parents and those nearest related,
whether, the property be small or large — a legal share.®*

2% Al-Ahzab, 33:35

% Al-Nisa’, 4:32

%1 Al-Bagarah, 2:228

%2 M. Hamidullah, Introduction to Islam, Lagos, Nigeria, Islamic Publications Bureau, 1981, p150
% http://www.womeninislam.ws/en/foreword.aspx

% Al-Nisa’, 4:7
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...and she may receive it in gift or donation, and earn it by her own work and toil as earlier mentioned (Al-Nisa’, 4:32),
and all these remain hers and hers alone. She is absolute mistress of her property to enjoy it or to give it to whomsoever

she likes as a gift, or to dispose of it, by sale or any other legal means, at her will.*

2.5. The Right to Inheritance:

A pre-Islamic Arab woman had no right to inherit from anybody, either her father or even husband as previously
mentioned, but when Islam came, a Companion of the Prophet (SAW) called Aws Bin Thabit died, leaving behind a
widow and four daughters at tender ages. According to Madinah customs, only male adults, capable of taking up arms in
a war had the right to inheritance. and even a minor son had no right to the property of his deceased father. So, the
cousins of Aws took possession of all that he had left, and the family became overnight completely destitute and deprived
of the means of livelihood. For that reason, verses of the Glorious Qur‘an were revealed promulgating the law of
inheritance. Allah says:

JSSM}J\J}M\\.@J&M;\}@\SUU‘J)LAL\LU.@JSUM\ d)ﬁ ouusuuuﬁuY\hduJSﬁesd\ﬂ}\@&ﬂeSamy
m}.\,_.wu‘.mu)hp\uutsuuqsﬂ\u)mymjﬂ.ﬂjuusguuﬂjautsu\d}mwM\u@_mh\j

LA e G A &) Al e A 8 L 280 Gl agdl 5538 Y 2854805 a3 00 5l gy (o s
Allah commands you as regard your children's (inheritance): to the male, a portion equal to that of two
females; if (there are) women (only daughters), two or more, their share is two-thirds of the
inheritance; if only one (daughter), her share is a half. For parents, a sixth share of inheritance to each
if the deceased left children; if no children, and the parents are the (only) heirs, the mother has a third;
if the deceased left brothers or (sisters), the mother has a sixth. (The distribution in all cases is) after
the payment of legacies he may have bequeathed or debt. You know not which of them, whether your
parents or your children, are nearest to you in benefit; (these fixed shares) are ordained by Allah. And
Allah is Ever All-Knower, All-Wise.*

In this revelation, different female relatives have obtained the right to inheritance: wife, daughter, mother and
sister in particular.®” However, the right of women to inheritance requires some clarification. Some critics of Islam
oppose Islam for giving the female half the share of the male. Such critics failed to consider the rights of a woman in
their entirety. They are ignorant of the fact that laws are framed for normal cases of life and not for rare exceptions. We
have already mentioned that a woman possesses her property separately, on which neither her father, nor her husband,
nor any other relative exercises any right what so ever. In addition to that, she has the right to feeding, dressing, lodging.
etc. from her father, husband, son, etc. The woman also obtains Mahr (dower) from her husband. This Mahr is a
necessary element without which no marriage is valid. Thus, it will be seen that a woman has lesser material need to
satisfy on her own account than a man, who has heavier obligations. In such conditions, it is easy to understand that a
man has the right to a greater part of heritage than a woman.*®

Similarly, when one compares how women groan under dehumanizing traditions and human rights abuse in
some of the Nigerian societies today, one would be compelled to justify and appreciate the status of women under the
Islamic law. In Ebony State for example, once a woman ‘s husband dies, relatives of her dead husband intimidate, harass
and deprive her from her late husband's property. Some are ejected from their matrimonial homes after being made to
undergo dehumanizing rituals.*

The case of Ngozi Ogwudu, from Umu Ogudu Akpu Ngbo in Ohaukwu Local Government is a typical example
here. Her husband, Samuel Ogwudu, died on May 26, 1994. After his death, his younger brother, Monday Ogwudu,
seized all the couple's property and threw her out of her matrimonial home. He further filed a suit at the customary court
Ishingbo, praying the court to dissolve posthumously the marriage contract between his late brother and Ngozi. His
reasons for seeking the divorce was to enable him inherit his brother’s property. He told the court that since his brother
was dea% his wife had no other business staying on. He also asked the court to entrust in him the upkeep of the
children.

Another example is the case of Helen Ezeoke whose husband, Patrick, died on September, 9, 1999, leaving
behind 5 vehicles, a building and many other properties. His brothers, John, James and Sunday barely waited for burial to

%5 M. Hamidullah, Introduction to Islam, op. cit. p155
% An-Nisa’, 4:11

¥ M. Hamidullah, Introduction to Islam, op. cit. p155
* |bid, p156

% Tell Magazine, No 40, October 1, 2001, p15

“* Ibid
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be over before they quickly shared the vehicles among themselves and abandoned the widow and her children. John
hurriedly roofed her husband's uncompleted building and threw her and her children out of the house.*

Contrary to how widows are inhumanly treated in some of the Nigerian traditional societies, the Qur’an in
addition to inheritance, declares the followmg for the widow:
Ol 8 (a8 s 8 &&ile £ 36 A58 (8 £10A) i J3abl ) e lia 2gal 553 By 153 3033 e O35 um‘j
282 Buje D5 cashas ba
And those of you who die and leave behind wives should bequeath for their wives a year's maintenance
and residence without turning them out, but if they (wives) leave, there is no sin on you for that which
they (1(2) of themselves, provided it is honourable (e.g. lawful marriage). And Allah is All-Mighty, All-
Wise.

2.6. Prohibition of Female Infanticide
With the revelation of the Qur‘an, the practice of burying female children alive as was common in the pre-
Islamic period was totally prohibited. Daughters were to be as welcome as sons. The Glorious Qur’an says in respect to
the rich who buried their daughters for the fear of puberty:
‘)Jﬁh)aauls?éjﬁu‘esh‘je@)}umdh\m?sdy_’\ \JLSJYJ
Kill not your children (as you used to bury the female children alive) for fear of want. We shall provide
sustenance for them and for you. Verily the killing of them is a great sin.*®

As for those who killed their daughters because they (the fathers) were already poor, the Glorious Qur’an
declares: - ) o
Aall 5 88555 (Al (B3] e aSOY 51 1SS Y

Kill not your children because of poverty" — We provide sustenance for you and for them.**
And as for the female children who were buried alive, Allah says:
k_\l.ﬁk_ud‘_gt u&mo)_,;)‘d‘ ‘J‘_,
When the female (infant), buried alive is questioned, for what sin she was killed.*
The answer is that she will say:
I was killed for no sin

2.6. Prohibition of ill- Treatment of Women
Women are like captives, so they should be treated well according to Hadith of the Prophet (SAW):
A Al (pem 5 Al 5 el Ay B pA8AAT Kl 8 ol se ol ) Ll L
O you people! Women are (just like) captives in your hands. You have obtained (married) them by the
trust gglmanah) from Allah; and they have become lawful for you (sexually) by the word (law) of
Allah.

They should therefore in no way be ill- treated. The Glorious Qur’an says:
mjybjwmmuuhu\ \}I\UA "'\uum\jﬁéﬂw)laax_\y;u)sc-w| \y}u\?gdm‘}l\}u\wﬂ\ty\h

1R 1A a8 200 Jaday s ) 5h 080 (O 2md GA 52 S (d iy aally
O ye who believe! Ye are forbidden to inherit women against their will. Nor should ye treat them with
harshness, that ye may take away part of the dower ye have given them except where they have been
guilty of open lewdness. On the contrary live with them on footing of kindness and equity. if you take a
dislikggto them it may be that you dislike a thing and Allah brings about through it a great deal of
good.

IlI-treatment of women through Zihar, was also prohibited. The Glorious Qur’an says:

“! Ibid

“2 Al-Bagarah, 2:240

“ Al-Isra’ 17:31

“ Al-An’am, 6:151

*®Al-Takwir, 81:8-9

“® Al-Baghawi Abu Muhammad, Ma 'alm al-Tanzil, (Tafsir al-Baghawi) Darun Tayyibah, vol. 8, p348

47 Al-[Manawi, Zayn al-Din, “AQI-Fath al-Samawi Bitakhrij Ahadith al-Qadhhi Al-Baydhawi,Dar al-Asimah, Al-
Riyadh,vol. 2, p469

8 Al-Nisa’, 4:19

Published By SAS Publisher, India 81



Dr. Lawal Abdulkareem; Cross Current Int J Peer Reviewed J Human Soc Sci, June 2020; 6(6): 74-84

S SRl D 4515555 D3R (e 1585 & 5E S 1005 s o ) aiaal () aelel B W agilis (s i 5 5m0ad (il
Those among you who make thelr wives unlawful to them by Zihar they cannot be their mothers. None
can be their mothers except those who gave them birth. And verily, they utter an ill word and a lie. And
verily, Allah is Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.*®

2.7. Some Women Highly Raised by the Glorious Qur’an
Many women were directly or indirectly mentioned by the Glorious Qur’an because of their piety, endurance,
chastity, etc. Some of these women are:

2.7.1.Maryam, the Mother of Isa (AS)
The Glorious Qur'an says: o ) ) ) ) ) o
Cpallad) ol e lilatal y el ngha s llilalal i 5 &3 580 A8 clld 3 5
And (remember) when the angels said: "O Maryam (Mary)! Verily, Allah has chosen you, purified you
(from polytheism and disbelief), and chosen you above the women of the 'Alamin (mankind and jinn)
(of her lifetime).*®

In another verse, the Qur’an says:

Sl fpe &5 45 65 *u&s;mmju;wwuwtpﬁw\gmu\ﬂ Gl m%a g
And Maryam (Mary), the daughter of 'Imrén who guarded her chastity. And We breathed into (the
sleeve of her shirt or her garment) through Our Rah [i.e. Jibrail (Gabriel)], and she testified to the
truth of the Words of her Lord [i.e. believed in the Words of Allah: "Be!" — and he was; that is ‘Tsa
(Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary) as a Messenger of Allah], and (also believed in) His Scriptures, and
she was of the Qanit(in (i.e. obedient to Allah).>

In addition, a whole chapter is dedicated to her in the Glorious Qur’an. This chapter is Surah
Maryam (chapter 19).

2.7.2. Asiyah the wife of Fir‘aun (Pharaoh):

The Glorious Qur’an proclaims:

e}ﬂ\w@m}m_su}:)ﬂw@;{sm‘uﬁmdm&w\ L_:Jd\ﬁq\u_,r_‘)ag_a\‘).a\ \Jm\w.\ﬂ)\_ua‘m\g_a‘)m_j
oalldall

And Allah has set forth an example for those who believe: the wife of Fir'aun (Pharaoh), when she

said: "My Lord! Build for me a home with You in Paradise, and save me from Fir‘aun (Pharaoh) and

his wogl;, and save me from the people who are Zalim(n (polytheists, wrong doers and disbelievers in

Allah).

2.7.3 Aishah, the wife of the Prophet (SAW)
Exoneratmg her from accusation of adultery against her, the Glorious Qur’an declares:
Utsujydﬂuyy\wuus\uwdﬂdgegpﬁdtesx\yuwy?suw dayu\);gum\u\
é:d/éb ;_1\_\5
Verily, those who brought forth the slander (against 'Aishah [radhi-yAllahu ‘anhaa] the wife of the
Prophet [sal-Allahu 'alayhi wa sallam]) are a group among you. Consider it not a bad thing for you.
Nay, it is good for you. To every man among them will be paid that which he had earned of the sin, and
as for him among them who had the greater share therein, his will be a great torment.>

2.7.4 Status of the wives of the Prophet (SAW)
The status of the W|ves of the Prophet (SAW) has been expressed in the foII_owmg verses

(33)‘)@4
O wives of the Prophet! You are not like any other women. If you keep your duty (to Allah), then be not
soft in speech, lest he in whose heart is a disease (of hypocrisy, or evil desire for adultery) should be
moved with desire, but speak in an honourable manner. And stay in your houses, and do not display
yourselves like that of the times of ignorance, and perform As-Salat (the prayers), and give Zakat

* Al-Mujadilah, 58:2
0 Ali Imran, 3:42

St Al-Tahrim, 66:12
%2 Al-Tahrim, 66:11
%3 Al-Nur, 24:11
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(obligatory charity) and obey Allah and His Messenger [sal-Allahu 'alayhi wa sallam]. Allah wishes
only to remove Ar-Rijs (evil deeds and sins) from you, O members of the family (of the Prophet), and to
purify you with a thorough purification.*

The Modern Challenges

Man’s position in the family is that of a provider. In other words, he is in charge of the family and its protector,
and is responsible for its conduct and affairs. He is prohibited from Ill-treating his wife or denying her any of her rights.
The question now here is; do men really provide women with their due rights as prescribed by the Glorious Qur'an?
Actually, not all men take care of these responsibilities. Instead, they subject them to different kinds of domestic violence
including physical and emotional abuse. The issue of divorce is also another area of great concern. According to Islamic
family law, a divorcee is entitled to certain rights. These include the observance of iddah, inheritance, custody and
maintenance of her children, etc. Unfortunately, many Muslim divorcees in Nigeria today do not enjoy the Islamic
welfare package offered to them after the dissolution of their marriages. The women and their supporters therefore should
fight to see that the prescribed rights of women are fully given to them by men. This is now the biggest challenge facing
the Muslim women in this contemporary society.

CONCLUSION

From the above, it becomes obvious that the Glorious Qur'an recognizes the position of a woman to be the same
as that of a man by allowing her to enjoy equal rights and obligations Therefore, it is indeed wrong for the critics of Islam
to condemn the Glorious Qur’an for example because of its permlssmn of polygyny where Allah says:

A PPER B e (R P JERS PRI N ) olad Y1 s (aEay S i Ll e &0 il L 1 4ASH

Marry (other) women of your choice, two or three, or four; but if you fear that you shall not be able to

deal justly (with them), then only one or (slaves) that your right hands possess. That is nearer to

prevent you from doing injustice.”

Or overall covermg of the body where Allah says:
Y3 st B Gk i ptails e Deda e V) GAE 5 Gl V5 B 58 (18855 B il (ge (laliads t—'l-myj“ 35
ugu«_myUF\P\@U\ue_,\pu_”\u@_,\j;\)\u@_\xw;u\j\u@_mjnu@_xx)u;u)\uyu)\u@_dwxw@@_w
Ll el e \})&hgwq&\dsu\ydg)nwmﬂ\&;\ﬁwu\ywmuﬁa
And tell the believing women to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden things), and protect their
private parts (from illegal sexual acts) and not to show off their adornment except that which is
apparent (like both eyes for necessity to see the way, or outer palms of hands or one eye or dress like
veil, gloves, headcover, apron), and to draw their veils all over Juydbihinna (i.e. their bodies, faces,
necks and bosoms) and not to reveal their adornment except to their husbands, or their fathers, or their
hushand's fathers, or their sons, or their husband's sons, or their brothers or their brother's sons, or
their sister's sons, or their (Muslim) women (i.e. their sisters in Islam), or the (female) slaves whom
their right hands possess, or old male servants who lack vigour, or small children who have no sense of
feminine sex.®

Or female getting half the share of male in inheritance as the Qur’an says:
Allah commands you as regard your children's (inheritance): to the male, a portion
equal to that of two females;®’

Or two women equivalent to one man in giving witness as the Qur’an says:
And get two witnesses out of your own men. And if there are not two men (available),
then a man and two women, such as you agree for witnesses, so that if one of them
(two women) errs, the other can remind her.*®

All these issues mentioned above, have their own reasons and wisdom. However, even if one fails to understand
the reasons or wisdom behind these laws, one should recognize and appreciate how the Glorious Qur’an raised the status
of women and emancipated them from all sorts of bondage. He should finally be thankful to Allah (SWT) through
obeying all the laws contained in His Glorious Book without exception.

5 Al-Ahdhab, 33:32-33
SAl-Nisa’, 4:3

% Al-Nur, 24:31

> Al-Nisa’, 4:12

%8 Al-Bagarah, 2:282
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